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2040 MARKET STREET

BLENDING THE OLD 
WITH THE NEW
FOR AN ARCHITECT WORKING ON A PROJECT THAT MESHES AN 
EXISTING BUILDING WITH NEW CONSTRUCTION, FINDING THE
RIGHT EXTERIOR CLADDING PRODUCT TO VISUALLY CONNECT
THE TWO STRUCTURES CAN BE A CHALLENGE.   

The exterior cladding product selection is 
particularly important to help create the 
illusion that the building always looked 
like one structure, rather than being able to 
identify the old part from the new. 

Although the former headquarters of AAA 
Mid-Atlantic (the old part of the building) 
had an iconic look in the early 1960’s, by 
today’s design standards the building looked 

tired and needed a fresh, contemporary skin. 
Trespa® Meteon® panels were selected for the 
building’s façade, blending the old building 
with the new structure to create one unified, 
modern look. The design f lexibility and low 
maintenance of the panels made them an 
especially appealing choice for Varenhorst, 
since the building is located in an urban 
setting with heavy exposure to both vehicle 
and foot traffic.

THE WOW-FACTOR

Based in downtown Philadelphia, in 2013 
the dated building was transformed into a 
stunning, mixed-use, multi-family complex. 
Architectural firm Varenhorst created a 
space highly sought after by city-goers, 
with its sleek, contemporary design and 
central location within the hustle and 
bustle of the city. In fact, when the panel 
installation started it created such a buzz

in the city the building owner was able to 
fully lease the building before construction 
was even finished.

With 282 units and 14,000 square feet 
of first-f loor retail space, the building is 
perfect for tenants and shoppers alike. The 
space is complete with a community roof 
deck, fitness center and hotel-style lobby. 



“ �The Trespa® cladding panels did a great job of seamlessly unifying 
the appearance of the renovated existing building with the new 
building expansion, more than doubling the original building’s size.”

- Neil Garrioch, Studio Director, Varenhorst

CREATING THE RIGHT LOOK

Floor to ceiling windows in each unit 
create an open feel for residents to feel 
like they’re part of the city. Three custom 
colors of Trespa® Meteon® were used to 
enhance the building’s curb appeal and 
make it a truly unique property within 
the landscape of downtown Philadelphia. 
Trespa® Meteon® panels had just the right 
amount of ref lectivity and responsiveness 

to the natural light conditions that the 
property owners were looking for to 
create a welcoming effect for the building. 
The ref lectivity of the panels offer a 
very dramatic transition from daytime 
to night, creating a completely different 
look. The transformation of the former 
AAA Building into today’s Market Street 
Apartments created a welcome addition to 
the Philadelpia cityscape. ‐
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GENERAL
These terms apply to the use of this document and 
such use automatically means that the other party 
agrees to these terms. The information provided 
by Trespa International B.V. (“Trespa”) in this 
document is solely indicative. Trespa is unable 
to warrant the accuracy and completeness of this 
information. Trespa may change the information 
included in this document at any time and without 
further notice. Trespa’s customers and third 
parties must ascertain that they have the most 
recent document (for the most recent version, 
please consult: www.trespa.com). No rights can 
be derived from the information provided; the 
use of the information is at the other party’s risk 
and responsibility. Trespa does not warrant that 
the information in this document is suitable for 
the purpose for which it is consulted by the other 
party. This document does not contain any design, 
structural calculation, estimate or other warranty 
or representation that customers and third parties 
may rely on. This document does not guarantee 
any properties of Trespa products. Colours used 
in Trespa’s communications (including but not 
limited to printed matter) and in samples of 
Trespa’s products may differ from the colours of 
the Trespa products to be supplied. Samples are 
not intended for use in product tests and are not 
representative of characteristics of the Trespa 

products. Trespa’s products and samples are 
produced within the specified colour tolerances 
and the colours (of production batches) may differ, 
even if the same colour is used. The viewing angle 
also influences the colour perception. Metallics 
panels feature a surface whose colour appears to 
change based on the direction from which it is 
viewed. The specified colour stability and colour 
specifications relate only to the decorative surface 
of the Trespa products, not to the core material and 
samples of the Trespa products. Trespa products 
are delivered ex-works with straight, sawn sides.
Customers and third parties must have a 
professional adviser inform them about (the 
suitability of) the Trespa products for all desired 
applications and about applicable laws and 
regulations. Trespa does not warrant the above.
The most recent version of the current delivery 
programme and the Material Properties Datasheet 
can be found at www.trespa.info. Only the 
information in the most recent and valid Material 
Property Datasheet should be used to select and 
provide advice regarding Trespa products. Trespa 
reserves the right to change (the specifications for) 
its products without prior notice.

LIABILITY
Trespa is not liable (neither contractual nor 
non-contractual) for any damage arising from or 

related to the use of this document, except if and to 
the extent that such damage is the result of wilful 
misconduct or gross negligence on the part of 
Trespa and/or its management. The limitation of 
liability applies to all parties affiliated with Trespa, 
including but not limited to its officers, directors, 
employees, affiliated enterprises, suppliers, 
distributors, agents, and representatives.

GENERAL CONDITIONS
All oral and written statements, offers, quotations, 
sales, supplies, deliveries and/or agreements 
and all related activities of Trespa are governed 
by the Trespa General Terms and Conditions 
of Sale (Algemene verkoopvoorwaarden Trespa 
International B.V.) filed with the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry for Noord- en Midden- 
Limburg in Venlo (NL) on February 20th, 2015 
under number 24270677, which can be found  
on and downloaded from the Trespa website,  
www.trespa.com/documentation. All oral and 
written statements, offers, quotations, sales, 
supplies, deliveries and/or agreements and all 
related work of Trespa North America, Ltd. are 
governed by the Trespa North America General 
Terms and Conditions of Sale, which can be found 
on and downloaded from the Trespa website, 
www.trespa.com/documentation. A copy of these 
general conditions of sale will be provided free of 

charge on request. All general terms and conditions 
other than the conditions mentioned above are 
dismissed and do not apply, regardless of whether 
such terms and conditions are referred to on 
requests for offers, offer confirmations, stationery 
and/or other documents of the other party, even if 
Trespa does not expressly object to such terms and 
conditions.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
All intellectual property rights and other rights 
regarding the content of this document (including 
logos, text and photographs) are owned by Trespa 
and/or its licensors. Any use of the content of this 
document, including distribution, reproduction, 
disclosure, storage in an automated data file or the 
dispatch of such a file without Trespa’s prior written 
consent is explicitly prohibited. ® Trespa, Meteon, 
Athlon, TopLab, TopLabPLUS, TopLabECO-FIBRE,  
TopLabVERTICAL, TopLabBASE, Virtuon, Izeon,  
Pura NFC, Volkern, Trespa Essentials and Mystic 
Metallics are registered trademarks of Trespa.

QUESTIONS
Should you have any questions or comments, 
please do not hesitate to contact Trespa.
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