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A SMARTER DESIGN
FOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
THE WASHINGTON D.C. CAMPUS OF THE GERMAN SCHOOL, IN POTOMAC, MARYLAND,
PROVIDES QUALITY EDUCATION FOR GERMAN-SPEAKING STUDENTS FROM PRE-K TO
12TH GRADE. IN 2013 THE SCHOOL OFFICIALLY OPENED ITS NEW SCIENCE BUILDING
AND BECAME THE FIRST GERMAN SCHOOL IN THE U.S. TO BE LEED GOLD CERTIFIED.

The German School of Washington D.C.
required an expansion due to rising enrollment
rates and the school’s desire to give graduates
thecompetitive edge with experience with stateof-the-art science equipment and technology.

main building, while allowing future expansions
to adopt a more contemporary look. The school
also wanted to incorporate the latest eco-friendly
technology, while keeping utility and
maintenancecosts at a minimum.

THE SOLUTION TO A "GROWING" PROBLEM

Lead architect, Philip W. Renfrow of Geier Brown
Renfrow Architects, conducted a great deal of
research when selecting an exterior façade and
cladding for the new building. Keeping in mind
that the school planned further expansions in the

A German architect designed the school’s main
classroom building during the ‘70s. The school
administration wanted the new science building’s
exterior to match the clean, modern look of the

future, Renfrow needed to find a durable material
that could withstand time and weather, while
fulfilling LEED Gold sustainability requirements,
as well as aesthetic and budget requirements.
Renfrow’s research pointed to ventilated façades,
commonly used in Europe, and as a result high
quality Trespa® Meteon® panels were selected.
THE COLORFUL SIDE OF SUSTAINABILITY

Trespa® Meteon® panels were chosen for the
first phase of the project. Trespa offered a
variety of colors, allowing the new construction
to connect visually with the existing structure’s

design and color palette. The established
building featured a solid upper level and an
articulated ground level with brilliant yellowgold window frames. In a similar fashion, the
new science building showcased a solid top
with an open and transparent lower level. The
panels also blended well with the variety of
other materials used on the science building’s
exterior, including natural wood and glass.
For the initial phase of renovation, two tones
of grey and Cream White panels were chosen,
but plans for the next phase will include more
playful colors.

“ O ur research for the right material lead us to Trespa® Meteon®.”
- Phillip W. Renfrow, partner and principal architect, Geier Brown Renfrow Architects

Trespa® Meteon® panels are designed to be
installed using a back-ventilation system. This
installation option was the single most important
deciding factor in the final product selection.
A ventilated façade system can contribute to the
building’s capability to be energy efficient.
Additionally, the panels require low maintenance
but offer high durability and impact resistance.
The German School serves over 500 students
in the Washington D.C. area. While devoted
to offering children from all backgrounds the
opportunity to learn using the latest technology,

the school also aims to instill tolerance, respect
and cooperation into their students. The new
science building’s eco-friendly design is an
extension of this philosophy with features such
as the rain-collecting rooftop garden and the
ventilated façade system featuring Trespa®
Meteon® façade panels.
The Trespa® Meteon® panels add a modern look
and functionality to the new building, reflecting
the innovative educational experience the
German School offers its students.
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DISCLAIMER
GENERAL

These terms apply to the use of this document and
such use automatically means that the other party
agrees to these terms. The information provided
by Trespa International B.V. (“Trespa”) in this
document is solely indicative. Trespa is unable
to warrant the accuracy and completeness of this
information. Trespa may change the information
included in this document at any time and without
further notice. Trespa’s customers and third
parties must ascertain that they have the most
recent document (for the most recent version,
please consult: www.trespa.com). No rights can
be derived from the information provided; the
use of the information is at the other party’s risk
and responsibility. Trespa does not warrant that
the information in this document is suitable for
the purpose for which it is consulted by the other
party. This document does not contain any design,
structural calculation, estimate or other warranty
or representation that customers and third parties
may rely on. This document does not guarantee
any properties of Trespa products. Colours used
in Trespa’s communications (including but not
limited to printed matter) and in samples of
Trespa’s products may differ from the colours of
the Trespa products to be supplied. Samples are
not intended for use in product tests and are not
representative of characteristics of the Trespa

VERSION 1.1

products. Trespa’s products and samples are
produced within the specified colour tolerances
and the colours (of production batches) may differ,
even if the same colour is used. The viewing angle
also influences the colour perception. Metallics
panels feature a surface whose colour appears to
change based on the direction from which it is
viewed. The specified colour stability and colour
specifications relate only to the decorative surface
of the Trespa products, not to the core material and
samples of the Trespa products. Trespa products
are delivered ex-works with straight, sawn sides.
Customers and third parties must have a
professional adviser inform them about (the
suitability of) the Trespa products for all desired
applications and about applicable laws and
regulations. Trespa does not warrant the above.
The most recent version of the current delivery
programme and the Material Properties Datasheet
can be found at www.trespa.info. Only the
information in the most recent and valid Material
Property Datasheet should be used to select and
provide advice regarding Trespa products. Trespa
reserves the right to change (the specifications for)
its products without prior notice.
LIABILITY

Trespa is not liable (neither contractual nor
non-contractual) for any damage arising from or
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VISIT TRESPA.COM FOR THE MOST
UP TO DATE VERSION OF THIS DOCUMENT.

related to the use of this document, except if and to
the extent that such damage is the result of wilful
misconduct or gross negligence on the part of
Trespa and/or its management. The limitation of
liability applies to all parties affiliated with Trespa,
including but not limited to its officers, directors,
employees, affiliated enterprises, suppliers,
distributors, agents, and representatives.

charge on request. All general terms and conditions
other than the conditions mentioned above are
dismissed and do not apply, regardless of whether
such terms and conditions are referred to on
requests for offers, offer confirmations, stationery
and/or other documents of the other party, even if
Trespa does not expressly object to such terms and
conditions.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

All oral and written statements, offers, quotations,
sales, supplies, deliveries and/or agreements
and all related activities of Trespa are governed
by the Trespa General Terms and Conditions
of Sale (Algemene verkoopvoorwaarden Trespa
International B.V.) filed with the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry for Noord- en MiddenLimburg in Venlo (NL) on February 20th, 2015
under number 24270677, which can be found
on and downloaded from the Trespa website,
www.trespa.com/documentation. All oral and
written statements, offers, quotations, sales,
supplies, deliveries and/or agreements and all
related work of Trespa North America, Ltd. are
governed by the Trespa North America General
Terms and Conditions of Sale, which can be found
on and downloaded from the Trespa website,
www.trespa.com/documentation. A copy of these
general conditions of sale will be provided free of

All intellectual property rights and other rights
regarding the content of this document (including
logos, text and photographs) are owned by Trespa
and/or its licensors. Any use of the content of this
document, including distribution, reproduction,
disclosure, storage in an automated data file or the
dispatch of such a file without Trespa’s prior written
consent is explicitly prohibited. ® Trespa, Meteon,
Athlon, TopLab, TopLabPLUS, TopLabECO-FIBRE,
TopLabVERTICAL, TopLabBASE, Virtuon, Izeon,
Pura NFC, Volkern, Trespa Essentials and Mystic
Metallics are registered trademarks of Trespa.
QUESTIONS

Should you have any questions or comments,
please do not hesitate to contact Trespa.

