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BY 2013, ITHACA COLLEGE’S WHALEN CENTER FOR MUSIC WAS IN SEVERE
DISREPAIR. THE EXTERIOR CONCRETE PANELS WERE FAILING AND BEGINNING
TO CRUMBLE OVER THE ENTRANCE, CREATING A DANGEROUS SCENARIO FOR
VISITORS ATTENDING CONCERTS AT THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC. THE COLLEGE
MADE THE TOUGH DECISION TO CLOSE THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE
PUBLIC, TO PREVENT ANY INJURIES TO PEDESTRIANS.
With over 300 yearly concerts and events already
booked, time and safety were the most critical
factor in decisions regarding the necessary
renovations. The college tasked architectural firm
King & King to design a solution that could be
completed during the summer season when the
campus was not quite as active. Even then, however,
there would still be student safety to consider since
the college hosts numerous band camps.

Since the original construction of Ford Hall in
1962, Ithaca College has expanded its programs
and lists nearly 7000 full-time students. King
& King’s design for the renovation also had
to include an expansion of the building to
accommodate the growing student population.

RECLADDING AT A FASTER TEMPO

A high-quality exterior material with a reputation
for easy handling, Trespa® Meteon® panels helped
ensure that the recladding of the building's façade
was completed before the 2014 fall semester
began. The Trespa® Meteon® panels offered
long-lasting durability and low maintenance,
allowing the college to avoid its current problem of
deteriorating external materials in the future. The
low maintenance of Trespa® Meteon® would also

keep the renovation looking new despite the heavy
foot traffic around and throughout the campus’
central building.
PANELS WITH PRESTIGE

Both the architects and the college wanted
to update the hall’s look, without losing the
distinguished feel of the building. To accomplish
this, Trespa® Meteon® panels in English Cherry
were chosen. Marrying the wood aesthetic with

“ As a designer I appreciated the various panel sizes available, which
allowed us the flexibility to create an efficient solution that was
compatible with the building’s existing structure. Considering the
height of the installation though, it was the lack of maintenance
required for the Trespa® Meteon® panels that became the deciding
factor for Ithaca College.”
- Dustin Ehrlich, King+King

exposed fasteners harmonized the building’s
original Modernist design with Ithaca’s
prestigious heritage. Also, the option to use large
panel sizes offered the simplistic aesthetic the
college wanted for this building. The scale of
the larger panels with the increased size of the
building simply made sense. Using an exterior
cladding product with a great deal of design
flexibility made recladding the massive building
a much easier process.

The 69,000 square foot building houses the
original Ford Hall, a 246-seat recital hall, a
recording studio, rehearsal rooms and over 30
faculty studios. The James J. Whalen Center for
Music, named for the College’s sixth president
in 1999, serves as the main building for Ithaca
College’s School of Music since 1965. The Center
for Music is centrally located on the main campus.
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DISCLAIMER
GENERAL

These terms apply to the use of this document and
such use automatically means that the other party
agrees to these terms. The information provided
by Trespa International B.V. (“Trespa”) in this
document is solely indicative. Trespa is unable
to warrant the accuracy and completeness of this
information. Trespa may change the information
included in this document at any time and without
further notice. Trespa’s customers and third
parties must ascertain that they have the most
recent document (for the most recent version,
please consult: www.trespa.com). No rights can
be derived from the information provided; the
use of the information is at the other party’s risk
and responsibility. Trespa does not warrant that
the information in this document is suitable for
the purpose for which it is consulted by the other
party. This document does not contain any design,
structural calculation, estimate or other warranty
or representation that customers and third parties
may rely on. This document does not guarantee
any properties of Trespa products. Colours used
in Trespa’s communications (including but not
limited to printed matter) and in samples of
Trespa’s products may differ from the colours of
the Trespa products to be supplied. Samples are
not intended for use in product tests and are not
representative of characteristics of the Trespa

VERSION 2.1

products. Trespa’s products and samples are
produced within the specified colour tolerances
and the colours (of production batches) may differ,
even if the same colour is used. The viewing angle
also influences the colour perception. Metallics
panels feature a surface whose colour appears to
change based on the direction from which it is
viewed. The specified colour stability and colour
specifications relate only to the decorative surface
of the Trespa products, not to the core material and
samples of the Trespa products. Trespa products
are delivered ex-works with straight, sawn sides.
Customers and third parties must have a
professional adviser inform them about (the
suitability of) the Trespa products for all desired
applications and about applicable laws and
regulations. Trespa does not warrant the above.
The most recent version of the current delivery
programme and the Material Properties Datasheet
can be found at www.trespa.info. Only the
information in the most recent and valid Material
Property Datasheet should be used to select and
provide advice regarding Trespa products. Trespa
reserves the right to change (the specifications for)
its products without prior notice.
LIABILITY

Trespa is not liable (neither contractual nor
non-contractual) for any damage arising from or
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VISIT TRESPA.COM FOR THE MOST
UP TO DATE VERSION OF THIS DOCUMENT.

related to the use of this document, except if and to
the extent that such damage is the result of wilful
misconduct or gross negligence on the part of
Trespa and/or its management. The limitation of
liability applies to all parties affiliated with Trespa,
including but not limited to its officers, directors,
employees, affiliated enterprises, suppliers,
distributors, agents, and representatives.

charge on request. All general terms and conditions
other than the conditions mentioned above are
dismissed and do not apply, regardless of whether
such terms and conditions are referred to on
requests for offers, offer confirmations, stationery
and/or other documents of the other party, even if
Trespa does not expressly object to such terms and
conditions.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

All oral and written statements, offers, quotations,
sales, supplies, deliveries and/or agreements
and all related activities of Trespa are governed
by the Trespa General Terms and Conditions
of Sale (Algemene verkoopvoorwaarden Trespa
International B.V.) filed with the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry for Noord- en MiddenLimburg in Venlo (NL) on February 20th, 2015
under number 24270677, which can be found
on and downloaded from the Trespa website,
www.trespa.com/documentation. All oral and
written statements, offers, quotations, sales,
supplies, deliveries and/or agreements and all
related work of Trespa North America, Ltd. are
governed by the Trespa North America General
Terms and Conditions of Sale, which can be found
on and downloaded from the Trespa website,
www.trespa.com/documentation. A copy of these
general conditions of sale will be provided free of

All intellectual property rights and other rights
regarding the content of this document (including
logos, text and photographs) are owned by Trespa
and/or its licensors. Any use of the content of this
document, including distribution, reproduction,
disclosure, storage in an automated data file or the
dispatch of such a file without Trespa’s prior written
consent is explicitly prohibited. ® Trespa, Meteon,
Athlon, TopLab, TopLabPLUS, TopLabECO-FIBRE,
TopLabVERTICAL, TopLabBASE, Virtuon, Izeon,
Pura NFC, Volkern, Trespa Essentials and Mystic
Metallics are registered trademarks of Trespa.
QUESTIONS

Should you have any questions or comments,
please do not hesitate to contact Trespa.

